
FOLIO Board Meeting 

Via ZOOM 

April 24, 2020 

FINAL 

Members Present: Gerry Hendon, Wayne Hanway, Sharon Douthitt, Jon Douthitt, Sharon 

Saulmon, Jeannine Spencer, Karen Neurohr, Laurie Sundborg, Candace Baird, Connie 

Armstrong, Vicki Mohr, Diane Pennington, Cecy Brown, Eugene Earsom, Judy Haught 

Tech Support: Cathy Van Hoy 

President Sharon Saulmon called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

Minutes: Sharon made a motion to approve the minutes. Candace Baird seconded the motion. 

The motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Candace reported that expenses were smaller than expected due to the 

cancellation of the annual meeting and luncheon. The General Fund Balance as of April 24, 

2020, is $17,077.82. The Endowment Fund balance as of April 17, 2020, was $118,083.97. The 

loss to the Endowment Fund due to the stock market decline is approximately $30,000.00. 

Eugene Earsom moved to receive the Treasurer’s Report. Wayne Hanway seconded the motion. 

The motion passed. 

President’s Report: Sharon Saulmon emailed her report to board members prior to the 

meeting. She reported that Friends groups were being creative in their fund raising. She 

attended an advocacy webinar. Some of the topics covered in the webinar were Friends as 

advocates for libraries, creating advocacy groups, and the need to remind elected officials that 

libraries are essential services even when sales tax revenues are down. Florida Republican 

lawmakers were supportive of more digital resources. 

President Saulmon also attended a workshop on disaster fundraising. From the workshop, she 

learned that philanthropy has grown over the last sixty years. Donors still want to give and 

should be approached. She also emphasized that Friends groups receiving donations should 

build relationships with the donors. 

President Saulmon also attended meetings about summer reading programs. Many of the 

programs will be online. Additional funds for the programs may be needed. Sharon encouraged 

Friends groups to talk to library staff about their needs. Those groups can advocate locally and 

help the library staffs fill the needs of the summer reading programs. One of the ideas for 

Friends groups to help with is the giving away new books with print activity packets for virtual 

programming. 



In addition, President Saulmon reported that libraries will start reopening as the pandemic 

eases. Friends groups can play an important role in those reopenings. 

Wayne Hanway asked for statistical reports for electronic usage. Sharon Saulmon assured the 

group that those reports exist. She went on to say that library staff is issuing virtual library cards 

to patrons as fast as they can. Some are even giving library cards to every school student. 

Gerry Hendon will forward an email to the board from the Tulsa County Friends listing all they 

have done in the last six weeks. 

Sharon Saulmon pointed out that a recent Tulsa study showed that thirty percent of homes 

lacked internet access. This situation creates a greater dependence on public libraries for 

internet access. Laurie Sundborg mentioned that many people use the library computers to file 

for unemployment benefits. 

Archives: No report. 

Best Friends: Jeannine Spencer reported that the committee had received only two 

applications for the Best Friends Award from Stilwell Public Library Friends Society and Meeker 

Friends of the Library. The committee made the decision to give an award to both groups. Her 

question to the Board was: Should we award a first and second prize or give each group $500? 

The committee made the motion to give each group $500. The motion passed. Candace Baird 

will send checks to the Stilwell and Meeker Friends. Jeannine Spencer will send letters of 

congratulations, and they will eventually receive plaques. 

Friends of Libraries Week: Friends of Libraries Week in coming up in October. The summer 

newsletter will feature an article about it. 

Hall of Fame: Wayne said the committee had received a nomination for the Laurel Wreath 

Award. The recipient will be announced at the virtual Awards meeting in July. 

Seed Grants: Eugene Earsom reported that the committee had received no applications. 

Scholarships: Laurie Sundborg thanked the scholarship committee for their work. The 

committee received eight applications. They awarded four scholarships in the amount of $600 

each to Shawna Deeds, Library Associate Adult Programmer at Mabel C. Fry Library in Yukon; 

Jenica Bachman, who orders and receives monographs at the University of Oklahoma Libraries; 

Ashley Kyle, Programs Director and Literacy Coordinator at Donald W. Reynolds Community 

Center and Library in Durant; and Jason Little, Circulation Supervisor at the Martin Regional 

Library in Tulsa. The checks have been mailed. 

Bylaws: Wayne Hanway will email the updated bylaws to board members. Karen Neurohr will 

be in charge of getting the updated bylaws posted to the web page. 

Endowment: Sharon Douthitt reported that the committee is looking at a different time for the 

endowment fundraiser. Gerry Hendon suggested using a different focus and a different time for 



the fundraising letters, possibly honoring fathers, a special library staff member, or another 

meaningful person. Gerry has made the same request of OCCF of a $6,000/$2,000 match. The 

letter of acceptance will not be received until July or August. Gerry also posed the question of 

increasing the amount of the endowment match. Both Sharon Douthitt and Karen Neurohr 

recommended keeping the amount the same in order to “play it safe.” Diane Pennington 

suggested fundraising on FaceBook. 

Financial Review: No report. 

Legislative/Federal Relations: Connie Armstrong gave the following report for ODL Director 

Melody Kellogg: 

“Oklahoma is receiving $357,546 from the CARES Act for public and tribal libraries and 

museums to prevent, prepare, or respond to COVID-19. ODL staff met with representatives of 

these entities this week. We will work together to collect information about community needs 

as we consider how to distribute the funds for the greatest impact. The Chief Officers of State 

Library Agencies (COSLA) met yesterday with Crosby Kemper, Illinois new director of IMLS to 

discuss how these funds can be used, which was very helpful.  

Chiefs in other states, the ALA, and IMLS are optimistic and hopeful that libraries will be 

included in the next round of stimulus relief. 

ODL: The Governor’s Office, House of Representatives, and Senate have all asked for various 

budget scenarios from state agencies. We have provided a scenario for a 3% budget reduction 

and are presently working on 7%, 7.5%, and 10% scenarios.” 

Vicki Mohr said a survey will be sent to museums and tribal libraries to determine how they 

would use the CARES money, designated for digital inclusion.  

Literary Landmarks: Sharon Saulmon reported that since the company that makes the Literary 

Landmark plaques has shut down, the Bill Wallace ceremony date is “up in the air.” Karen did 

not have anything further to report on the Mel Tolson Literary Landmark but would make 

contact with people in charge in the near future. Judy Haught reported that the wording for the 

plaque for Robert Conley had been decided. 

Membership: Gerry Hendon said that last year’s membership renewal letters did not go out 

until late September and generated a slow response. The committee made the motion to send 

the membership renewal letters out in May. Karen Neurohr seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

Karen Neurohr asked for an updated list of Friends groups from ODL. Eugene asked for a list of 

Friends who are FOLIO members. Gerry Hendon will send that list. 

Newsletter: The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is April 30, 2020. The new 

issue will include names of scholarship recipients and other awards recipients, news of the 



virtual annual meeting, a book review by Bill Hagen, and a survey of nonprofit leaders. 

Nonprofits need people to carry the load more than they need money at this point. 

Nominating: Karen Neurohr nominated Judy Haught for board secretary. Sharon Douthitt 

seconded the motion. She was elected by acclamation. Gerry Hendon nominated Laurie 

Sundborg for the office of vice president. Laurie, whose term is expiring this year, declined the 

nomination. Karen Neurohr expressed her appreciation to Laurie for her service. There were no 

other nominations, and Sharon Saulmon reminded the board that it is imperative to 

recommend more board members. 

Outreach Ambassadors:  

Northeast: Jon Douthitt visited libraries in Grove, Delaware, and Catoosa. Jon also visited the 

Sac and Fox Tribal Library. While visiting libraries, he asked about possible FOLIO members. He 

said that library directors are aware of FOLIO. The Catoosa Library asked Sharon Douthitt to 

meet with them to discuss forming a Friends group. Sharon also reported that the Claremore 

Friends of the Library held a board meeting via ZOOM. They discussed publishing book reviews 

in their newsletter. Sharon said she and Jon were trying to find ways to reach out to Friends 

groups in the Northeast quadrant. 

Northwest: No report. 

Southwest: Judy Haught visited the Altus Library and met the director. The director said that 

Altus now has an active Friends group. Judy Haught and Carla Garrison delivered 252 new 

books for children from infants to young adults to the Erick Library courtesy of Adrienne Butler 

and ODL. Judy also put the director of the Erick Library in touch with a woman who had helped 

run summer reading programs in Cheyenne and Leedey. She had many suggestions for the Erick 

Library on how to set up and run a summer reading program. 

Southeast: No report. 

Publicity/Media/Marketing: Karen Neurohr will get updates posted on the web page including 

names of scholarship and award recipients. Sharon Saulmon previously emailed the FaceBook 

report to board members. She noted that the post “Reading to children…” received 3.6 million 

responses and the “Cats mess with your reading” post received 31,912 responses. The 

FaceBook page now has 2,400 followers. Other posts of note are the Read Aloud Campaign and 

the resources for home schoolers. 

Wayne Hanway expressed appreciation for Sharon Saulmon’s work on FaceBook. 

Virtual Annual Meeting: Sharon Saulmon said that most speakers were still available for the 

July 31 annual meeting. The agenda presents a scenario for a one-hour luncheon. Sharon asked 

if anyone wanted to be involved in the annual meeting and for feedback. A discussion ensued 

about the best ways to show presentations and speeches. The agenda for the Awards 

Luncheon, Author, Annual Meeting is as follows: 



o Welcome – Purpose and introduction to FOLIO – (3 min.) 

o Scholarship Awards – (4 min.)  photos of winners 

o Best Friends – (4 min.)  photos of activities 

o Hall of Fame – (4 min.) photos of honorees 

o Seed Grants – (3 min.)  photos of libraries with the last grants 

o Literary Landmarks – (3 min.)  photos of upcoming honorees or past landmarks 

o Ambassadors – (4 min.)  board photo  

o Endowment – (4 min.)   list of some activities – scholarships, LTAI, authors, financial 

fitness 

o Introduction of Faith Phillips – (2 min.) 

o Faith Phillips, Author (15 min.) 

o Friends of Libraries Week – (4 min.)  feature winners/possible activities 

o Communication – (3 min.)   newsletter, Facebook, ambassadors, emails  

o Turn over presidency – (2 min.) 

o Closing remarks – (5 min.) 

 

Unfinished Business: Wayne Hanway has had no word on the status of the retreat at St. 

Crispin’s. The board needs to consider whether we need a retreat this year. Wayne said St. 

Crispin’s offers opportunities for social distancing. Karen Neurohr brought up the closeness of 

the dates of the retreat and the annual conference. Sharon Douthitt suggested postponing the 

retreat until next summer. Wayne Hanway will keep the board posted on any developments. 

New Business: Eugene Earsom recommended the Library of Congress website. He said that it 

has recordings of poets reading their work. He will send the board members a link to the site. 

Announcements:  

• FOLIO Annual Meeting/OLA Virtual Conference, July 29-31, 2020 

• FOLIO Annual Meeting Day, July 31, 2020 

• Library Card Sign-Up Month, September 

• Banned Books Week, Sept. 27-Oct. 3, 2020 

• Friends of the Library Week, Oct 18-24, 2020 

Sharon Saulmon reminded everyone that many things are happening with lots of opportunities 

to serve. She thanked everyone for participating in the meeting and expressed appreciation to 

ODL and Cathy Van Hoy for setting up the meeting and Wayne Hanway for serving as co-host.  

Karen Neurohr expressed appreciation to Sharon Saulmon for her leadership. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:44 a.m. 

Submitted by Judy Haught, Secretary  

 



 

 

 

 

 


