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The Libri Foundation

Do you need books for your library? Here's an idea that you
might want to pursue.

The Libri Foundation is a nationwide non-profit organization which
donates new, quality, hardcover children's books to smali, rural
public libraries in the United States through its Books for Children

program. Since 1990, the Foundation has donated almost $5
miliion worth of new children's books to more than 3,000 libraries
in ali 50 states.

The local public library is often the primary source of reading
material for many children in rural areas. Yet these libraries face
increasing financial hardships and are often unable to buy the
books their young readers need.
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Libraries are qualified on an individual basis.
County libraries should serve a population
under 16,000 and town libraries should serve

a population under 10,000. Libraries should
be in a rural area, have a limited operating
bUdget, and an active children's department.
"Rura[" is usually considered to be at least 30

miles from a city with a population over
40,000. The average total operating budget
of a Books for Children grant recipient is less
than $40,000.

The Foundation works with the library's Friends of the Library
because they believe in community involvement and want to en­

courage and reward loca[ support of libraries. The Friends can
contribute from $50 to $350 which the Founda­
tion wil[ match on a 2-to-1 ratio. A library can
receive up to $1,050 worth of new, quality, hard­
cover children's books through this program.

The loca[ librarian selects the books the library
wili receive from the Foundation's 700-tit[e book­

list which includes fiction and non-fiction titles. The majority of

Several libraries in Oklahoma have received grants from The Libri
Foundation for 2011. They include: Chouteau Public Library,

Sterling Public School Library, Tala[a Area Public Library, Vinita
Public Library and Wellston Community Library.

Application deadlines for 2012 are (postmarked by) January 23

and May 15. Grants will be awarded January 31 and May 31.

To learn more about this great way to add books to your library,
go to www.librifoundation.org.




